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NATIONAL SOCIETY FOR CRIPPLED CHILDREN 
AND ADULTS 


Dean W. Roberts, M.D., of Baltimore, Maryland, 
nationally known medical administrator, physi- 
cian and leader in the field of public health, has 
been appointed executive director of the National 
Society for Crippled Children and Adults, it is 
announced by Edgar Kobak, New York, president. 

Dr. Roberts, since 1952 director of the pioneering 
national Commission on Chronic Illness, succeeds 
Lawrence J. Linck, who has been executive direc- 
tor of the National Society since 1945. He will take 
over his duties as soon as he is able to fulfill his 
responsibilities in completing the work of the com- 
mission. 


UNITED CEREBRAL PALSY 


A new discovery that the protective sheath of 
certain nerve fibers is formed in a spiral pattern, 
much as insulating tape is wound around electric 
wire, was reported by a young woman scientist at 
a Research Symposium held in connection with the 
Sixth Annual Convention of United Cerebral Palsy 
in Boston last month. 

The scientist, Dr. Betty Ben Geren, research as- 
sociate on the faculty of Harvard Medical School 
and associate pathologist at Children’s Medical 
Center, Boston, explained that her observations 
were made largely with the aid of an electron mi- 
eroscope which magnifies objects up to 20,000 times 
their original size and also with polaroid light and 
x-ray diffraction. Her observations were made on 
embryos of chicks, mice, and to a limited degree on 
human specimens. 

Her discovery is a major scientific breakthrough 
into a little-known area of the nervous system and 
may have far-reaching implications for a number 
of neurological disorders, including cerebral palsy, 
it was explained by Dr. Glidden L. Brooks, medi- 
cal director of United Cerebral Palsy. 


* * 


Various ways in which nature’s “family blue- 
print” can cause irreparable damage to the deve- 
loping nervous system were described today by a 
number of Boston scientists at a research sympos- 
ium held in connection with the annual convention. 

Such basic studies, financed or co-supported by 
United Cerebral Palsy, are intended to throw new 
light on the nature and function of the central ner- 
vous system. Damage to this system produces cere- 
bral palsy. 


CENTER FOR MASS COMMUNICATION 


A completely revised, sound version of the film, 
“Development of the Gastro-Intestinal Tract,” has 
just been released by The Center for Mass Com- 
munication of Columbia University Press. The 35 
minute film, in color, was produced by Joseph J. 
McDonald, M.D., professor of clinical surgery at 
the College of Physicians, Columbia University, 
and at present the dean of medical faculty at the 
American University of Beirut, Lebanon. 

Prints in 16mm for use by medical schools are 
available either for rental or purchase exclusively 
from The Center for Mass Communication, of Col- 
umbia University Press, New York 25, New York. 


December, 1955 


AMERICAN PHARMACEUTICAL 
MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIATION 


Leaders of the fields of government, industry, 
medicine, education and journalism participated in 
the three-day meeting of the American Pharmaceu- 
tical Manufacturers’ Association, held in New 
York, December 12-14. 


TOBACCO INDUSTRY RESEARCH COMMITTEE 


Research grants approved by the Tobacco In- 
dustry Research Committee in the last year passed 
the $838,000 mark today with the announcement 
of new grants to 19 scientists and renewal of nine 
previous grants. 

The new grants and renewals total more than 
$355,000, said Timothy V. Hartnett, chairman of 
the committee, which sponsors research into to- 
bacco use and health by independent scientists at 
recognized hospitals, laboratories, and medical 
schools throughout the country. The committee has 
set up a $1,000,000 research fund and has pledged 
more support as the need develops. 

Grants are made by the committee upon recom- 
mendation of a Scientific Advisory Board of nine 
noted doctors, scientists, and educators who direct 
the committee’s research program and policy. 
Chairman of the board and also scientific director 
of the committee is Dr. Clarence Cook Little, head 
of the Roscoe B. Jackson Memorial Laboratory at 
Bar Harbor, Maine. 

The Tobacco Industry Research Committee, 
formed in 1954 to support independent scientific 
research into tobacco use and health, is comprised 
of representatives of tobacco manufacturers and 
associations of growers and warehousemen. The 
committee also provided a fund of $25,800 to spon- 
sor fellowships in 1955 for medical students into 
basic and experimental sciences. 


VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 


For the fiirst time in medical history, Veterans 
Administration will make an extensive evaluation of 
mental patient care to determine what types of 
treatment and hospitals best promote the improve- 
ment or recovery of its psychiatric patients and 
the relative costs. 

VA, which has one of the nation’s largest psy- 
chiatric petient loads under a single medical man- 
agement, said the preliminary phases of the 
pioneering project have been started. The study 
will continue for five years, with probably 15 of 
VA’s 40 neuropsychiatric hospitals participating, 
according to Dr. Jesse F. Casey, director of psy- 
chiatry and neurology Service. 


Long-term veteran patients, some hospitalized 20 
years or more, will be concentrated in special sec- 
tions of Veterans Administration hospitals for a 
new program of “all-out” specialized treatment to 
promcte their recovery or to prevent further loss 
of body and mind functions. 

Termed an advanced concept in the care of 
chronically ill veterans, the intermediate program, 
as it is known, is underway in 30 VA hospitals and 
will be expanded to others as rapidly as they qual- 
ify, Dr. William S. Middleton, Chief Medical Di- 
rector, said. 

Dr. Middleton explained that the functions of 
the program is to provide active rather than cus- 
todial care for those long-term patients in the VA 
hospital system who no longer need definitive hos- 
pital treatment, cannot return home, and lack the 
capabilities necessary for the new planned-living 
program in VA domiciliaries, 


